Operative factors & tumor membrane antigen changes in escape from immune surveillance of bladder cancer.
1. Survival of skin allografts in mice is increased in proportion to the duration of anaesthesia to a degree that is equivalent to that achievable with a major immunosuppressive agent such as azothiaprine or antilymphocyte serum. 2. Immune cytochemical studies have demonstrated that bladder tumors which metastases express beta HCG and show variable degrees of loss of HLA class I antigens--features which mimic the behaviour of human trophoblast in protecting the foetus from maternal rejection. It is concluded that there may be a case for using such prognostic factors to define a sub group of patients in whom reconstruction of the bladder following cystectomy should be deferred until the patient has survived without metastases for a prolonged period.